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You've got questions…We've got questions!  
Let's go on a journey together... 
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Holy Eucharist Rite II 
10:15 a.m. 

Welcome to Holy Cross Episcopal Church. We are glad you are here and hope you enjoy 

your time with us. Please join us for community time and refreshments in Turner Hall right 

across the way after the service so we may get acquainted with you.  If you are here for the 

first time please take a moment to fill out a “Welcome to Our Guests” card, and place it in 

the offering basin or hand it to one of our clergy. We would love to get to know you better! 
 

The octagon shaped Information Center out on the upper patio beside the church contains 

brochures and various forms of printed information about Holy Cross. We invite you to stop 

by after our worship today and pick up anything that looks interesting.  
 

A special note to parents with young children: Relax! Your children are most welcome and 

encouraged to share our worship time! We expect children to make noise and behave as 

God has created them—as children! Our nursery care has been temporarily suspended due 

to Covid precautions. 
 

 There are two toy boxes located at the back of the church. One is in front of the 

Baptismal Font and the other is by the rocker in the left corner of the church (the rocker is 

for parents and babes in arms), both are full of soft toys and books for the children’s use 

during the service. Please see that the toys are returned after the service for use next 

Sunday. 
 

 Children’s Worship Bulletins: KidsWord and Little KidsWord for the pre-schoolers are 

available on clipboards at the back table of the church. Please encourage children to pick 

one up as they enter the church and return the clipboards to the entrance table before they 

leave. 
 

Again, we are delighted that you are here to worship with us. 
 

 

 

BCP:  Book of Common Prayer (The solid red book with a gold cross on the cover.)  

Hymnal: The Hymnal 1982 (blue) Please note that all the music for today’s service may be 

found in this bulletin. 
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PRELUDE:       PASTORALE  ROBERT LAU 

WELCOME AND HIGHLIGHTS 
 
 

The Gathering Rite 
Please stand as the procession enters. 

HYMN 494  Sung by all, standing. Words: Matthew Bridges 

           Music: George Job Elvey 
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Presider     Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Presider The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  

Presider Let us pray.  
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Grant, we pray, Almighty God, that as we believe your only-begotten Son our 
Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended into heaven, so we may also in heart and 
mind there ascend, and with him continually dwell; who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Word of God 

 

THE LESSON                                     Please sit. ACTS 1:1-11 
 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from 
the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After 
his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 
While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait 
there for the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard 
from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days from now." 
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So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when 
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to know the 
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 
When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 
him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward 
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, "Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 
into heaven." 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM 93            The congregation is invited to join the choir in chanting the entire psalm. 
 

S411 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
The LORD is King; he has put on splendid ap-parel; * 
the LORD has put on his apparel and girded himself with strength. 
 
He has made the whole world so sure * 
that it cannot be moved; 
 
Ever since the world began, your throne has been es-tablished; * 
you are from ever-lasting. 
 
The waters have lifted up, O LORD,  
the waters have lifted up their voice; * 
the waters have lifted up their pounding waves. 

 
Mightier than the sound of many waters, 
mightier than the breakers of the sea, * 
mightier is the LORD who dwells on high. 
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Your testimonies are very sure, * 
and holiness adorns your house, O LORD, 
for ever and for ever-more. 

 

THE EPISTLE:   EPHESIANS 1:15-23 
 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 
and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in 
my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so 
that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to 
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among 
the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 
believe, according to the working of his great power.  
 
God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and 
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not 
only in this age but also in the age to come.  
 
And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all 
things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
 
CELTIC ALLELUIA   Sung by all, standing. Words: Finton O’Carroll 

           Music: Christopher Walker 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL  Please remain standing LUKE 24:44-53 
 

 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

Jesus said to his disciples, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 
still with you-- that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I 
am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until 
you have been clothed with power from on high." 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 
them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up 
into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 
and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 

  The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

The people may be seated. 

SERMON THE REV. AUDREY MISKELLEY 
  



  9 

Please stand if you are able. 

NEW ZEALAND PRAYER BOOK: OUR AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   
 

In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our faith 
and say, 
  
 

You, O God, are supreme and holy. 
You created our world and give us life. 
Your purpose overarches everything we do. 
You have always been with us. 
You are God. 

 

You, O God, are infinitely generous, 
Good beyond all measure. 
You came to us before we came to you. 
You have revealed and proved  
your love for us in Jesus Christ, 
who lived and died and rose again. 
You are with us now. 
You are God. 
 

You, O God, are Holy Spirit. 
You empower us to be your gospel in the world. 
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death. 
 

You are our God. We worship you. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Standing, kneeling or sitting, the people pray responsively 
 

Ascended Christ, we thank you for all the ways you watch over and guide us in 
our daily lives. 
 
We pray for the welfare of the world and the whole creation, especially for all 
who work to preserve our resources and to fight the cause of climate change. 
Ascended Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all the leaders of the world that they may govern with wisdom and 
compassion to create a world of reconciliation, justice and peace. 
Ascended Christ, hear our prayer. 
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We pray for those who are persecuted, who are discriminated against, who are 
attacked because of their race, gender, or faith that we may have grace to work 
for justice for their sakes. 
Ascended Christ, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray the church and for Michael our Presiding Bishop, Mark, our Bishop, for 
our clergy: Audrey and Pamela, and the whole Holy Cross community during 
this time of transition that we may continue to care for each other and for those 
in need. 
Ascended Christ, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who suffer, especially the sick and the mentally ill, the poor and 
the unhoused, for all children and the elderly, for victims of war, gun violence, 
hunger and abuse, for all refugees and all who feel alienated, distressed and the 
lonely. 
Ascended Christ, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who have died and for those who mourn or those whose lives 
have been touched by tragedy, may they know Your consoling presence through 
all those who reach out to comfort them. 
Ascended Christ, hear our prayer. 
 

Praise and glory to you, God of space and time, humble savior, king of love. You 
have ascended to your royal throne and are exalted to draw us all to your love. 
May we, whom have been redeemed by You and called to be guests at your table, 
receive and put to use the gifts you have given us to serve others. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 

Please exchange the peace with your neighbors, offering a greeting, handshake, or hug. 
 

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you.  
 
THE PRAYER OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Almighty and gracious God, giver of every good and perfect gift, we give you 
thanks for your servants as they celebrate a special milestone or anticipate a 
time of travel. Watch over them and protect them. Bless and guide them 
wherever they go and surround them with your loving care on every side. 
Grant them wisdom in the living of their lives, and grace to keep the vows 
and promises they have made. And may your peace, which passes all 
understanding, abide in their hearts all the days of their lives, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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The Holy Communion 
OFFERTORY:    THE HEAVENS ARE SINGING JOHN CARTER 
  

Your offerings, freely given, of your labor, prayers and financial gifts, makes possible 

Christ’s ministry this week. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The people remain standing. The Presider says 
 

  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Presider   Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, 
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island 
home. 
 
By your will they were created and have their being. 
 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us 
with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we 
turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 
 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you 
revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, 
born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and 
peace. 
 
By his blood, he reconciled us. 
By his wounds, we are healed. 
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And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, 
apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to 
you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
 
Presider and People 
 
 
 

 
 
The people remain standing, kneel or sit. Then the Presider continues 
 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by 
water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your 
Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, 
and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for 
all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 
thanksgiving, 
 

We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 



  13 

Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, of Miriam and Deborah, of Mary the 
Mother of Jesus, and Mary Magdalene, first witness of the resurrection: Open 
our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the 
presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for 
pardon only, and not for renewal. 
 

Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, 
that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
 

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the bread. 
 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High 
Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, 
and worship, from generation to generation.  
 
Please join in the singing of the AMEN by following the notes in the bulletin, (Congregation 1 is 

the right side of the church, Congregation 2 is the left side) or matching your voice with the 

voices around you.  

 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

People and Presider 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power  
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
 

Presider Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
People Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  
 

The bread and the cup are given to the communicants with these words 
 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. Amen. 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. Amen. 
 

ADMINISTRATION OF COMMUNION 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Everyone, without exception, is welcome to come 

forward for communion or a prayer of blessing. 
 

The communion meal is the central act of hospitality and community for the Christian 

Church and in this spirit, we invite all who would like to receive communion today to 

come forward to partake of this feast of feasts! 
 

Adults and Children are invited to receive the bread.  
 

If you are unable to come forward to receive Communion or a prayer of blessing, please 

notify an usher and Eucharistic Ministers will come to you. 
 

the people sit, stand, or kneel   
LEVAS 144             Words: E. W. Blandy 
  Music: John S. Norris 
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The people sit, stand, or kneel 
POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER              
 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual 
food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living 
members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  And 
now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and 
serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To him, to you, and to the 
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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If a Eucharistic Visitor will be sent out to share communion this morning, the congregation is 
invited to send them forth with the following rite. 

 

Presider In the Name of God, we send you forth to share communion with 
those who are absent from this table. 

People As you have been fed, now feed others. 
Presider Our prayers are with you, go in peace. 
People Thanks be to God.  

 
THE EASTER BLESSING 
  

The people kneel, stand, or sit and the Presider says the following: 

 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in 
you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 
remain with you always. Amen. 

 
Sung by all, standing 

HYMN 450   . Words: Edward Perronet 
  Music: Oliver Holden 
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The people are dismissed with these words 
 

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, 
Alleluia. 
 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

POSTLUDE:    JESUS SHALL REIGN        ARR. BY BENTON PRICE          
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PRESIDER & PREACHER: The Rev. Audrey Miskelley 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: Cathy Gould & Mary Padilla 

MUSIC: Ray Hickman 

LECTORS: Hilary Drake & Jeff Seitz   

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS: Lara Montano 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE WRITTEN BY: The Rev. Pamela Cranston 

USHERS:  David Fencsik & Tina Baggott 

BREAD BAKER: David Fencsik 

PASCHAL CANDLE ARTIST:  Roy Nunes 

OFFERTORY COUNTERS:  Georgia Brown & Tina Baggott 


