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Let's go on a journey together...
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Holy Eucharist Rite II
10:15 a.m.

Welcome to Holy Cross Episcopal Church. We are glad you are here and hope you
enjoy your time with us. Please join us for community time and refreshments in Turner
Hall right across the way after the service so we may get acquainted with you. If you are
here for the first time please take a moment to fill out a “Welcome to Our Guests” card,
and place it in the offering basin or hand it to one of our clergy. We would love to get to
know you better!
The octagon shaped Information Center out on the upper patio beside the church contains
brochures and various forms of printed information about Holy Cross. We invite you to
stop by after our worship today and pick up anything that looks interesting.
A special note to parents with young children: Relax! Your children are most welcome and
encouraged to share our worship time! We expect children to make noise and behave as
God has created them—as children! Our nursery care has been temporarily suspended
due to Covid precautions.
 There are two toy boxes located at the back of the church. One is in front of the
Baptismal Font and the other is by the rocker in the left corner of the church (the rocker
is for parents and babes in arms), both are full of soft toys and books for the children’s
use during the service. Please see that the toys are returned after the service for use next
Sunday.
 Children’s Worship Bulletins: KidsWord and Little KidsWord for the pre-schoolers are
available on clipboards at the back table of the church. Please encourage children to pick
one up as they enter the church and return the clipboards to the entrance table before they
leave.
Again, we are delighted that you are here to worship with us.
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"Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness." Psalm 96
All are invited to participate in a time of quiet preparation and anticipation before the service
begins. In this spirit, please remember to silence cell phones and lower voices as you enter the
sanctuary. May you be richly blessed by God's presence this day.

HIGHLIGHTS AND WELCOME
When necessary we begin our liturgy with the tolling of our prayer gong. We ring the bell
once for each child of God taken from this world by the latest gun violence. We pray that
we will, very soon, never have to ring our gong again.
HYMN 117

Please stand as the procession enters.
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Words: Reginald Heber
Music: James Proctor Harding

The Gathering Rite
Presider
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Presider
People
Presider

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

COLLECT OF THE DAY:
O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of
the earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may
see your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Word of God
FIRST READING

All sit.

ISAIAH 60:1-6

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon
you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the
Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come
to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on
their nurses' arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and
rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of
the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young
camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring
gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 72

Read together in unison

Give the King your justice, O God, *
and your righteousness to the King's Son;
That he may rule your people righteously *
and the poor with justice;
That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *
and the little hills bring righteousness.
He shall defend the needy among the people; *
he shall rescue the poor and crush the op-pressor.
He shall live as long as the sun and moon en-dure, *
from one generation to a-nother.
For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in di-stress, *
and the oppressed who has no helper.
He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; *
he shall preserve the lives of the needy.
He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, *
and dear shall their blood be in his sight.

THE EPISTLE:

EPHESIANS 3:1-12

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you
Gentiles-- for surely you have already heard of the commission of God's grace
that was given me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by
revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to
perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become
fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ
Jesus through the gospel.
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that
was given me by the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all
the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the
boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the
mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through the
church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.
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This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in
Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and
confidence through faith in him.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMNAL 135

Words: Christopher Wordsworth
Music: Johann Sebastian Bach
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HOLY GOSPEL
People

MATTHEW 2:1-12
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay
him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem
with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people
Israel.’"
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact
time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me
word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When they had heard the king,
they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its
rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house,
they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

People

SERMON

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The people sit.
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THE REV. MARTHA KUHLMANN

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows
The people stand.

Let us now renew the promise and vows of Holy Baptism.
Presider
People
Presider
People

Presider
People

Presider
People

Presider
People
Presider
People

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your
commitment to Jesus Christ?
I do.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin,
repent and return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.
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Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in
Christ?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor
as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect
the dignity of every human being?
I will, with God’s help.

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new
birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of
sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The Leader and People pray responsively

In this season of Epiphany, it is winter. Despite the cold and sleepy time of year,
that wild star the magi followed still bursts forth like fireworks. In all times and
in all places and for all people, the Christ child is born! Wherever we look, we
find signs and symbols that remind us. The twinkling night sky, snowflakes,
even our winter flowers, the paperwhites and the flowering magnolias-all of
them little stars heralding Emanuel, God with us.
Thank you God for all the stars of winter.
The world around us can feel like ice- full of edge, no soft place to land,
slippery. And yet, you are with us and for us in this place. We see injustice,
homophobia, transphobia, racism. Melt us, God, make us a soft place.
Make our hearts as open as yours, Jesus.
For our dear priests, Mark, Martha, and Pamela. We ask for your blessings of
light and guidance in these weeks of preparation for Mark and Martha’s
retirement.
May epiphanies of your great love, provision and care abound.
For our loved ones who have died, we hold them always in our hearts, knowing
that you hold us all.
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Be near us now, God, so we may feel near to them.
May that bright, sudden, shooting star of Epiphany shock us and inspire us. May
the knowledge of your love for the whole world be our beacon now and into this
new year of transition.
May we know our love can be ever-expanding like the universe, and we are
always within your embrace.

THE PEACE
Please exchange the peace with your neighbors, offering a greeting, handshake, or hug.
Presider
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

THE PRAYER OF THE COMMUNITY
Almighty and gracious God, giver of every good and perfect gift, we give you
thanks for your servants as they celebrate a special milestone or anticipate a
time of travel. Watch over them and protect them. Bless and guide them
wherever they go and surround them with your loving care on every side.
Grant them wisdom in the living of their lives, and grace to keep the vows
and promises they have made. And may your peace, which passes all
understanding, abide in their hearts all the days of their lives, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Holy Communion
OFFERTORY ANTHEM:
Your offerings, freely given, of your labor, prayers and financial gifts, makes possible Christ’s
ministry this week.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Presider proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
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Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to
shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:
Presider and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and,
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He
stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we
offer you these gifts.
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Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve
you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now
and for ever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD,
Presider
People
Presider

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

ADMINISTRATION OF THE COMMUNION
Everyone, without exception, is welcome to come forward for communion or a prayer of
blessing.
The communion meal is the central act of hospitality and community for the Christian
Church and in this spirit, we invite all who would like to receive communion today to
come forward to partake of this feast of feasts!
Adults and Children are invited to receive the sacrament through intinction—a priest will
dip the bread in the wine and place it in your hands.
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If you would prefer NOT to receive the wine, please simply touch the chalice base the
Eucharistic Minister will present and then place your hands in the normal position.
This will indicate to the clergy that you wish to continue to receive in one kind—the
bread only.
If you are unable to come forward to receive Communion or a prayer of blessing, please
notify an usher and Eucharistic Ministers will come to you.
HYMN 128

Sung by all during the administration of Communion
Words: John Henry Hopkins, Jr.
Music: John Henry Hopkins, Jr.
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POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER

The People Stand

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
If a Eucharistic Visitor will be sent out to share communion this morning, the congregation is
invited to send them forth with the following rite.

People

In the Name of God, we send you forth to share communion with
those who are absent from this table.
As you have been fed, now feed others.

Presider
People

Our prayers are with you, go in peace.
Thanks be to God.

Presider

THE BLESSING
May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to
the world; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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HYMN 544

Sung by all, standing

Words: Isaac Watts
Music: John Hatton

DISMISSAL
Deacon
People

Let us bless the Lord
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

RAY HICKMAN, ORGAN
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PRESIDER: The Rev. Mark Spaulding
PREACHER: The Rev. Martha Kuhlmann
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: Alissa Fencsik & Cathy Gould
LECTORS: James Bustillo & Georgia Brown
HEALING TEAM: Jodi Kingdon
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE WRITTEN BY: Jill Gidlund
USHERS: Tina Baggott & Beth Watson
BREAD BAKER: Lori Clifford, in honor of granddaughter Savannah’s birthday
OFFERTORY COUNTERS: Tina Baggott & Josie Ramos
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